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Curriculum Overview for Year 5 AFRICA (Collaboration and Trust. Risk taking and Freedom) 
 

 

 
Reading 

Read and discuss a broad range of genres 
and texts including newspapers 
Make recommendations to others about 
books they have enjoyed  
Draw inference and make predictions 
Discuss author’s use of language 
Retrieve and present information form non- 
fiction texts 
 
Read and study Long Walk to Freedom 
Read and study Journey to Jo’burg 
Read and study African Poetry 
 

Drama 
Peer mediation and conflict resolution 
What is mediation? 

 English 
Grammar 
Use extended noun phrases 
Use clauses. 
Use extended punctuation 
Develop use of complex  
Sentences 
Extend understanding of  
grammatical terminology 

 
Speaking and Listening 
Retell African Folk tales orally 
Give well structured explanations 
Consider and evaluate different 
viewpoints 
Use appropriate register and tone 
Formal presentation and debates 

 
Writing 
Secure spelling, prefixes, silent 
letters etc 
Use at thesaurus 
Plan writing to suit 
audience and purpose 
Report Writing 
Develop character,  
setting and atmosphere 
in narrative 
Use organisational and 
presentational features 
Proof read own and peer work 
Use African folk tales as models for 
  own writing 

 

 Art & Design 
Observational studies in a variety of media of 
African artefact still life with instruments, sculptures and 
fabrics. 
Create a clay African mask based on ancient examples 
fused with self-identity and modern interpretations.  
Study the work of John Muafangejo and explore lino-
printing and visual storytelling in response.  
Mixed Media response to animal skin/print/environmental 
imagery. 
Exploration of Picasso        and his inspiration 
from Africa.  
 

 Computing 
 

Understanding CAD software & its benefits 
Inserting basic shapes and lines 

 CAD tools protocol 
 Developing technical procedures 
 Exporting to the card cutter 

Utilising the RSM network 

 Design & Technology 
 

Use research and criteria to develop products which 
are fit for purpose and aimed at specific groups 
Use annotated sketches, cross-section 
diagrams and Computer Aided Design 
  Analyse and evaluate 
  existing products and improve own 

 work 
Design African hut  
Making Easter Eggs 

 

 PHSE 
 

Develop an 
awareness of bullying 
Explore the roles of bully, victim and bystander 
Put themselves in other people’s shoes 
Strategies for those experiencing prejudice and 
discrimination 
Challenging stereotypes 
Value diversity 

 

 
 

Number/ Calculation 
Negative numbers 
Secure place value to 1,000,000 
Use Roman numerals to 100(M) 
Use standard written methods for all 
four operations 
Confidently add and subtract 
mentally 
Use vocabulary of prime, factor and 
multiple 
Multiply and divide by powers of ten 
Use square and cube numbers 
 

Mathematics 
 

Geometry and Measures 
Calculate perimeter of 
composite shapes and areas of 
rectangles 
Estimate volume and capacity 
Identify 3d shapes 
Measure and identify angles 
Understand regular polygons 
Reflect and translate shape 
Data  
Interpret tables and line 
graphs- African Statistics 
Solve questions about graphs 

 
 

Fractions 
Compare and order fractions 
Add and subtract fractions with 
common denominators and mixed 
numbers 
Write decimals as fractions 
Order and round decimal numbers 
Link percentages to decimal and 
fractions 

 Modern      Languages 
 

What do I know about 

Spain? 

Engage in simple dialogue 

Counting to 50 

Classroom objects 

Colours 

Days of the week and months of the year 

Songs and rhymes 

Develop appropriate pronunciation 

 Music 
 

Exploring intervals in     Music 
Drumming workshop - drumming in groups 

Improvising and composing (trust and 
collaboration) 
Composing a round 

Composer study Beethoven 

 Science 
 

Biology 
Life cycles 
Humans pregnancy and gestation 
Flowering plants 
Non flowering plants 
Growing plants 
Mammals 
Amphibians 
Egg hatching 
Birds 

 Combined Humanities (Africa) 
 

Physical features of Geography  
Climate and weather patterns – impact on people 
who live there  
Endangered species, zoos and conservation projects 
  Comparisons of life of children in UK,
  (links to Compassion) 
  Investigate Fairtrade 
  Research and create 
Spotter’s guide on African animals 
Fact file on African countries  
 

 

 Physical     Education 
 

Badminton  
Swimming 
 

 Games 
Develop passing down the court  
Improve match play  
Introduce umpiring  

 

 P4C 
 

Home security 
Home comforts 
  Challenging stereotypes 

 Fairness and dealing with 
 discrimination  

Animal welfare  
Rights / responsibilities of children in world 
Man/ Animal relationships 
Bereavement 
 


