


A thriving independent day school, with over
280 girls and boys aged from 3 to 11 years,
Reigate St Mary’s is set in 15 acres of
parkland and provides a wonderful
environment for learning.

Originally the home of Godfrey Searle, a
successful stockbroker and the Choirmaster
at St Mary’s Church, the school was
established in 1950 for the education of
Choristers of the Church.  

Following a successful merger with Reigate
Grammar School in 2003, Reigate St Mary’s

has benefited from significant investment,
including tremendously improved facilities
and teaching resources.  

As a result, the school combines the best
elements of a traditional preparatory and
choir school with modern teaching in a
happy atmosphere. 

Reigate St Mary’s operates as a separate
school with its own identity and strengths
whilst sharing a Board of Governors with
Reigate Grammar School.

A brief introduction



Welcome to Reigate St Mary’s. Our
lively, extremely happy school has well
qualified and enthusiastic teachers,
outstanding facilities, small class sizes
and an enviable reputation for success.

We aim to nurture confidence, peer
friendship and self-esteem which
ultimately leads to happy learners and
high levels of achievement. Extending
children well beyond the scope of the
National Curriculum, we employ staff
for their enthusiasm and pastoral care,
as well as their professional ability.

Our success is built on strong
relationships with pupils and their
families. From their earliest days at
Reigate St Mary’s through to their
move to senior school, we get to
know and support each child,
recognising their individual strengths.
Knowing they are valued at school
enables our pupils to reach their full
potential.

This prospectus gives a flavour of the
benefits our pupils enjoy. To
experience what purposeful and happy
school life is like at Reigate St Mary’s,
please come and visit us. We look
forward to welcoming you soon.  

Marcus Culverwell
Headmaster

“When we walked in we felt as
though we had been here before.
Everyone was so friendly.”

Prospective Parent 

Welcome from the Headmaster



welcome 
Ofsted

“The quality of teaching and learning is outstanding.
Children are being taught by highly skilled staff, which
results in children exceeding the early learning goals
during the Foundation Stage.”



confidence
Lower School Parent

“Reigate St Mary’s is a wonderful
school, with an incredible family
atmosphere.”



School life at Reigate St Mary’s typically
begins in our warm, welcoming and
secure Kindergarten and Reception
classes, where small class sizes and
dedicated Early Years teachers help
children feel happy, confident and able to
achieve.

Working with the class teacher on a
one-to-one basis, Kindergarten children
begin to learn the basic principles of
language, reading, writing and number
work. The overriding focus is on making
learning fun, with activities such as PE
and musical movement being used to
help develop co-ordination. 

Children join Kindergarten in the
September following their third birthday,
attending for five mornings per week
with the option to stay on for lunch and
afternoon class. 

Kindergarten and Reception both have
their own partially canopied outdoor
play areas which are hugely popular
whatever the weather. 

In Reception, a low ratio of pupils to
staff gives a significant boost to early
reading, writing and number work. Pupils
are encouraged to progress at their own
pace with teachers gently stretching and
motivating the children, placing a strong
emphasis on care for one another.

Kindergarten and Reception Classes (Ages 3-5)

“Children’s learning and skills acquisitions are enhanced by the
adults’ interacting, warm, positive and caring ways.”

Ofsted



Fun and interactive lessons, embracing
modern learning techniques and a genuine
appreciation of children’s different learning
styles, ensure Reigate St Mary’s pupils love
school.  

During Years One and Two, pupils spend
much of the day with their class teacher
although even at this early stage, subject
specialists teach Music, ICT and Games.

Learning is based on the National
Curriculum framework. As an independent
school, however, we take advantage of the
freedom we have to develop and further
explore areas of interest.  

Specialist Games teachers work with small
groups of pupils to provide an exceptionally
varied sports programme which introduces
a wide range of activities and sporting skills.

Music lessons embrace singing, percussion
and the use of music related computer
programs, along with the opportunity to
learn an individual instrument.

ICT lessons introduce the world of
technology, so that by Year Three children
confidently use a variety of computer
programs.

As a result of such a nurturing, educationally
fertile environment, pupils typically perform
above the national average by the end of
Key Stage 1.

The Lower School (Years 1 and 2)

“Only when a child feels truly cared about and secure will they reach
their full potential.”

Headmaster 



share Visiting Author

“What lovely children and what a lovely atmosphere.
This is one of the nicest schools I have been in.”



learn Deputy Head

“Our use of specialist teachers enables us to really
give pupils an edge when sitting for senior school.”



The Upper School (Years 3 to 6)

Building on the foundations firmly
established during the Lower School
years, Upper School children benefit
from a curriculum taught increasingly by
specialist teachers as they progress
through the school. 

This not only brings added enjoyment
and understanding to lessons, but also
better equips pupils for success in the
external examinations for some of the
country’s leading senior schools. 

Although progression into Year Four
marks a clear increase in academic
momentum, learning remains fun,
challenging and purposeful.

In Maths, considerable emphasis is placed
on a practical ethos; real life scenarios
are brought into lessons and confidence
is built via mental arithmetic and
problem solving.

English lessons help establish a love of
reading, writing, performing and
communicating. Lessons are enriched
through plays, celebrations of poetry and
visits by carefully selected children’s
authors.

History, Geography and RS lessons are
‘brought to life’ through projects, visits
and field trips.  Art lessons may typically
link with subjects taught in Geography or
History. French is taught by specialists
from Year 3.

An outdoor wildlife zone and pond area,
together with a fully-equipped science
room, challenge and enthral young,
inquisitive minds. 

“Children are educated to a high standard in order to prepare them
for the entrance examinations of Reigate Grammar School and other
leading independent senior schools.”

Headmaster



With interactive whiteboards in every
classroom, Reigate St Mary’s fully embraces
the use of IT as a highly valuable teaching
medium. The specialist computer suites
demonstrate further the quality of ICT
provision.

Pupils often describe our Apple Mac
Computer Robotics Lab as their ‘favourite
part of the school’. The Lab introduces the
concepts of computer programming and
robot control and is home to the successful
Reigate St Mary’s First Lego League team. 

In our PC-based Lab, students become
confident in Word, Excel and PowerPoint.
Our focus in ICT is to develop the essential
skills for life through discovery, investigation
and experience with relevant software and
hardware. 

As they progress to Year Five, pupils
gradually take on more responsibility within
the school. Pupils train as Peer Mediators or
become more involved in the School
Council.

On reaching Year Six, pupils take on roles as
Prefects and Monitors in addition to acting
as House and Games Captains.

The Upper School (Years 3 to 6)

“What very polite children you
have here.”

Educational Consultant



discover Parent 

“Reigate St Mary’s is a
wonderful school to help
prepare children for their
secondary education.”



challenge “With a team of dedicated PE staff,
including Heads of Games for both girls
and boys, we are able to ensure that all
children find PE and sport rewarding.”



Treating girls’ and boys’ sports with
equal importance, Reigate St Mary’s is
establishing quite a reputation for the
high standard of its football and netball
teams.

Games lessons have always played a
major part in school life and our fully
equipped Sports Hall takes our PE and
sports provision to exciting new levels.

Swimming lessons begin in Reception.
Our annual inter house sports day and
sports tours further build team spirit.
The annual ski trip is immensely popular
with pupils and parents.

Providing ample space for outdoor
games, as well as inter house and inter
school team fixtures, our 15-acre site
includes four separate football pitches,
two multi-surface pitches, a 200-metre
athletics track and a cricket pitch.

Dedicated, specialist Games teachers
work hard to find a sport that each child
enjoys. Firmly believing that sport is for
all, they also ensure that each child is
able to represent their house and the
school as they move up through the
years.  

A Sporting Pedigree

“The sports facilities are amazing – there are so many things you
can do.”

Year Five Pupil



Music is embedded in our school’s history
and is enjoyed by the whole community. At
the heart of the school is the Godfrey
Searle Choir, with choristers singing to an
exceptionally high standard. Recently 
choristers recorded with Andrew Lloyd-
Webber and for two Hollywood sound
tracks. 

Our Director of Music builds on this
excellence encouraging all pupils in singing,
playing a wide range of instruments, moving
and reacting to music and composing music
using computer software. In addition to The
Godfrey Searle Choir, the school has two
further choirs, an orchestra and various
instrumental groups.

Clubs, assemblies and concerts provide
ample opportunity for pupils to practice and
perform their music. Drama lessons
encourage the development of public
speaking skills and develop a self-confidence
that remains into adult life.

Art is taught by enthusiastic, specialist
teachers who bring out the creative
potential within each child. Treated as both a
syllabus subject and as part of the wider
learning experience, artwork produced by
the children is constantly showcased
throughout the school.  

The Godfrey Searle Choir
Reigate St Mary’s is one of an elite group of
fewer than 40 schools who can claim full
membership of the Choir School
Association (CSA). Led by a dedicated
Master of Choristers, the Choir sings
regularly in school and church services and
performs in concerts nationally.

Choristership is challenging and exciting.
Choristers train hard to achieve an
international standard, rehearsing for over
10 hours each week during term time.  Care
is taken to ensure that singing fits in with
each chorister’s academic studies and
sporting fixtures.

Entrance to the Choir, normally from the
age of 8, is by initial voice trial followed by a
probationary period. Choral scholarships are
offered by the Godfrey Searle Choir Trust.

The Trust, established by Godfrey Searle in
1940, has the objective of maintaining a
choir and educating the choristers. He
bequested his house and its grounds to the
Godfrey Searle Choir Trust and provided it
with an endowment to finance choral
scholarships, a legacy that ensures a great
heritage is preserved.

The Arts

“When my children get up in the morning, they want to go to school.
I never had that at their last school.”

Parent 
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inspire
Parent 

“The teachers are so enthusiastic
about their subjects. They pass
on their enthusiasm.” 



extend
“The clubs are really worth
going to. They are about things
you wouldn’t do in school.”

Year Six Pupil 



Pupils are encouraged to enjoy a rich
variety of activities during lunchtimes
and after school. There is something for
everyone. 

Music, Dance, Drama, team and individual
Sport, Art, Chess, Judo, Robotics, Film-
making and team practices are just a few
examples of the clubs provided. These
extra-curricular activities help children
develop a range of interests, excel with a
particular talent and, above all, have fun.

After-School Care
In addition to a wide variety of clubs and
activities, we also offer an optional After-
School Club that is popular with working
parents who need to fit a busy schedule
around school drop-off and pick-up
times. The club is run by our own staff
who provide activities and a light tea in
addition to supervising the older children
with their homework. Children can stay
until 5.30 pm each day (4.00 pm for
children in the Kindergarten and 5.00 pm
for children under 8 years).  

Extra Curricular Activities

“It’s a really good school for making friends and running around. 
It has a big playground.”

Year Four Pupil



A CARING environment

Visitors to Reigate St Mary’s often
comment on the school’s warm and
welcoming environment. This happy
atmosphere is something we cherish and
is a direct result of our strong community.
From our pastoral care to our focus on
positive relationships with pupils and their
families, community is at the core of
school life.

An active House system operates to
engender team spirit and promote healthy
competition. Quizzes, inter house sports
events and fun-packed activity days are
enjoyed by pupils of different ages who
come together in their house groups,
supported by staff and parents.

From our pupils’ earliest days here,
emphasis is placed on consideration and
care for one another and an appreciation
of our responsibilities in the wider world.
We raise money for local, national and
international charities throughout the year
and take seriously our role regarding
environmental issues at a local and global
level.

FOSMA - the Friends of St Mary’s
Association
FOSMA, the school's parent association
arranges a number of fund-raising events
each year for the benefit of present and
future pupils. FOSMA also supports the
school at sports and open days and
provides an enjoyable social network for
families.  

Funds from events such as comedy nights,
sports events and the annual Summer Ball,
have provided the school with a new
minibus, play equipment and an outdoor
play shelter. 

The Reigate St Mary’s Community

“Our only regret is that we did
not send her to you much
earlier.”

Parent 



join in
“We know that our boys will settle perfectly into
their new schools due to the wonderful start you
have given them.”

Former Parent



grow
“The teachers are always there to
help you as they know everybody.”

Year Five Pupil 



Chart Lane, Reigate, Surrey, RH2 7RN
Tel: 01737 244880  Fax: 01737 221540

email: office@reigatestmarys.org
www.reigatestmarys.org 

Information in this prospectus is believed to be correct at the time of printing. This prospectus is for information only and does not form part of any agreement
between the school, current or prospective parents. For advice and information on specific matters, please seek written confirmation from the school.


